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— g0 that I may fin iſh * Corſe with ; 
. 


IT ext is a Part of that 
moving Speech with 


— — 


him ſelf to them in a very 


whole of his Conduct amongſt them. He 
cou'd appeal to them as to the Temper of his“ 
Mind, and his whole Behaviour; his Con- 
deſcention, his Humility, his Courage, his Pa- 
tience, his Diligence and Faithfulneſs as their 
Inſtructor in the neceſſary Points of Chriſtian 
Doctrine. After this he mentions the Proſ- 
pects, he had before him as to future Sufferings. 
But this Foreſight did not diſtreſs him, whilt 
he knew that he was executing the Office, and 
diſcharging the Truſt committed to him, with 


the utmoſt Attention and Fidelity. None c 
— — 


Wt which St. Paul takes his 
| Leave of the Elders of 
Epheſus. He addreſſes 


e |» Ye et 


pathetical Manner, andy 
yet with that Aſſurance, 
| which ſhews he was con- 
ſcious to himſelf of his own Integrity, in the 


1 2 TH . 
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A ” | Sermon 02 the Death of ; 


theſe Things move me, neither count I my Life 
dear unto myſelf, ſo that I may finiſh my Courſe 


with Joy, and the Miniſtry, that I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel 
of the Grace of God. es 


In the whole, he ſpeaks in Character as an 


Apoſtle of Chriſt, and an eminent, faithful, 


ſucceſsful Preacher of his Goſpel. But the 
Words, which I have pick'd out of this mov- 


ing Speech of his, may be aſſum'd by the pri- 
vate Chriſtian; the humble, attentive, faith- 
ful, tho? private Chriſtian. The Man, the | 
Woman of this Character has the ſame com- 


mon governing Views with the greateſt Apoſ- 


tle. They, as well as he, havenothing which 
| | they eſteem of greater Importance and Con- 
|  cern, and by which they defire more carefully 


to direct their chief Intentions, than the #niſh- 
zag their Courſe with Joy. In ſuch a Way I 


account for my Deſign in faſtening upon theſe 


Words at preſent, as a Subject, by which 1 


may very conſiſtently improve the late Death, 


and the preſent Funeral of Mrs. SHAaw; 
whom I take to be a proper Inſtance and Ex- 


_ ample of ſuch excellent governing Views, hav- 
ing conducted herſelf by them, in every mate- 
rial Part of Life, with as much Steadineſs, and 

as little Interruption, as moft I have had the 


Pleaſure to be acquainted with. 


+= &0 that I may finiſh my Courſe with Foy. — 


In diſcourſing.upon theſe Words I only pro- 
ITED Nee | pole 


poſe to illuſtrate and explain them: And then 
improve them for your Benefit, with a particu- 
lar View to the mournſul Occaſion before us. 


I. I propoſe to illuſtrate and explain the 
Words which I have read to you. Every one, 
that reads the New Teſtament carefully, will 
find the Sacred Writers deſcribing the Nature, 
Deſign, and Engagements of the Chriftian |! 
Life, and the Reward which attends the faith- ' 
ful Diſcharge of the Duties of it by many ſig- | 
nificant Alluſions to preſent Things. It is a 
Work, a Service, a Warfare, &c. It is often 
deſcrib'd by Alluſions to thoſe Games or Exer- 
ciſes, which were well known amongft the ! 
' Greeks; eſpecially by St. Paul in his Epiſtles 

to the Gentile Chriſtians. Amongſt the other | 
Games in which the Competitors ſtrove for 

Victory, that of Racing was one, expreſt in 
the Original by the Word 4a-4&, which is 
render'd in our Tranſlation Courſe. To finiſh 
the Courſe, is to execute or perform the Race | 
' within the preſcribed Limits or Rules. When 
the Exerciſe was over, there was uſually a Re- 
I ward beſtow'd on the Conqueror by the 
Judge, whoſe Office it was to determine 
to whom the Prize did belong, according 


z to the ſtated Rules of the Game. This 
was a very active laborious Exerciſe, re- 


quiring the utmoſt Strength, and Ability of 
the whole Body. The Ground was uſually 


. mark'd out, and the Racers were to run with- 
in ſuch Limits, and to ſuch a Compaſs or Ex- 

- tent. Now the Chriſtian Life is the Race 

* . 
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64 Sermon on the Death ef 

| affignd us. The Word of God fixes the 
Ground, and Limits. That is the Rule of 
Faith and Manners to us, from whence we 
muſt take our Meaſures for Life and Godli- 
|| neſs. Great Diligence and Application, and 
the exerting of our beſt Powers is neceſſary 
| for accompliſhing this Race with Reputation 
and Succeſs. There mult be Conſtancy and 
{| Perſeverance to the End. Death is the finiſn- 
ing this Courſe; we muſt be faithful unto 

Death, without fainting, growing weary or 

deſiſting. And when Conſcience in the cloſe 
of Life can bear its Teſtimony to our Diligence, 
and Sincerity, this is the ſureft Ground of Joy. 
In this Caſe the Reward and Crown is ſure, 


: which God the Righteous Judge will give. 
But without torturing the Metaphor, or hunt- 
ing fora great Number of Particulars, in 


which the Engagements of the Chriſtian Life 
may properly and ſignificantly be compar'd to 
| a Race, [Ill proceed to illuſtrate my Subject a 
little farther under the following Particulars. 


of a Chriſtian in an eaſy. familiar Light, with- 
out keeping {laviſhly or ſtrictiy to the exerciſe 


| 
1 I. By placing the Work and Engagements 
il here alluded to. 


. By hen ing what is implied in diſcharg- 


ing this Duty, and theſe Engagements ariglt, 
or finiſhing this Courſe well. 1 


,- 
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III. What Connexion there is betwixt do- 
ing ſo, and the Joy or Satisfaction heve ſpoken 
een 
* 3 mn 
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the ſureſt Ground of Joy to the real Chriſtian 
of any other. Mm 


1. I ſhall endeavour to place the Work and 
Engagements of a Chriſtian in an eaſy familiar 
| Light, without keeping {laviſhly or ſtrictly to 

the Exerciſe here alluded to. I ſhall illuſtrate 
this in the following Manner. It is plain, we 
are the Creatures, the Subjects, the Servants 


of another, not our own Proprietors, not our 


* . own Maſters. He that made us what we are, 
| and gave us our Life and Breath and all Things, 
who has made us reaſonable Creatures under 
a Iaw, and capable of propoſing an End to 


ourſelves, muſt have a Right to us, and Pro- 


1 priety in us, which no Man can gainſay, or 
| ſet aſide. He has ſet this Race, this Courſe 


before us, preſcrib'd the Limits and the Length 


of it. He has aſſign'd us our Work, and Ser- 
vice in every Station, in every Relation of 
Life. He, who is the Sovereign Lord of all, 
and has a Right to preſcribe to us, and all his 
Creatures, and to be obey'd, has done this. 
Our Rule, and Guide, in this Service commit- 
ted to us, this Courſe aſſign'd us, are the Dic- {| 
tates of Reaſon and natural Light, the riſing | 
Events and-Determinations of his Providence, 
and the plainer Declarations and Appointments 
of his Word: Theſe mark out the Lines, pre- 
{cribe the Limits by which we are to run. 
Our Obligation to Obſervance and Faithtulneſs 
is plain, and indiſputable, and there is no room 
to heſitate about it one Moment. 


And 
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iſhed with Integrity and Perſeverance, this is 
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: my . on the Death of 


| And now what is that Duty, that Service 


Which he requires? What is the Race, the 


Courſe, which he has ſet before us? Any one, 
that views the Nature of Man attentively, 
mult conclude, that he is form'd for a higher 


nal and more perfect Life, than he lives at preſent: 
That the great Author of his Being has not 


put him, whilſt he is here, into the Poſſeſſion 
ol all that he intended him for: That the pre- 
ſent Life is principally a State of Diſcipline and 
Trial, in which he is preparing for another: 
That an Eternity lies before him, into which 
He certainly paſſes, when he leaves this World; 


the Happineſs of which, he cannot be fit for, 


nor enjoy without proper Diſpoſitions, rais'd 
and cultivated by an Attention, and Conduct | 
ſuitable to the Relations he ſtands in to God, 
and the World about him, and the plain De- 
ſign of his own nobler Powers; and the Miſe- 
ry of which he muſt be expos'd to by a con- 
trary Behaviour, a vicious and irregular Life. 
Conſequently that his preſent Behaviour will 
have a moſt certain, and affecting Influence on 
his future Condition. If this be ſo, the chief 
Work he has to do, the Courſe aſſign'd him, 
s to get ready for that other World, to ſecure 
the Happineſs, and avoid the Miſery of it. 
This is the Service, he has upon his Hands, 
the Race ſet before him; and which ought to 
engage his deepeſt Attention and Regard ; ſince 
he 4s now to act a Part in order to a future 


State, under proper Directions, the Enjoy- 


ment of ſuitable Means, and the beſt Encou- 


ragements 


ARES — — _ 


Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw: -—-5 
ragement- to his Endeavours and Hopes, 
This Work, or this Race aſſign'd him compre- 

hends in it a vaſt Variety of Particulars, mak- 


ing up the whole of practical Religion, the ſe- | 
veral . neceſſary Parts, and Branches of 'the 
| Chriſtian Temper and Conduct. It is often 7 
 Þ repreſented in the Sacred Writings by general 
and ſignificant Expreſſions, intended to include * | 
: the whole Duty of Man. For this I might re- 


i fer you to ſeveral known Places. The Royal 
Preacher deſcribes it thus, (a) Let us hear 
tbe Concluſion of the whole Matter, fear God, 
and keep his Commandments, for this is the 
f Whole of Man; for God ſhall bring every Work 
into Judgment, with every ſecret Thing, whe= 
- 


ther it be Good, or whether it be Evil. The 
Prophet Micab tlius, (b He bath ſhewedthee, © 
Man, what is Good, and what doth the ' 
Lord thy God require of thee, but to do juſtly, * 
| to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with thy : 
| God. Our bleſſed Lord ſums up the whole of |! 
1 | Religion thus, (c) Thon ſhalt love the Lordthy ß 

God with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, f 


| + Þ 
c | and with all thy Mind: This 3s the firſt, and | 
\ | greatC ommandment : And the ſecond is like un- 
e % #t, thou ſhalt love thy Neighboar, as thyſelf; 

. entheſe-two hang all the Law and the Propbets, 
2 Thus I fay he repreſents the Whole of Religi- 
3 Jon; tho' at other Times he inſiſts on Faith in 
3 himſelf as the great Mediator and Saviour, 
e | Thewing that, (4) if we believe not in him whom 
7 (4) Eccleſ. xii. 13, 14 (5) Mich. vi. 8. (c) Matt. xxii. 


1 37, 38, 39, 4% (4) John vii. 24. 


B 6 God 


10 A Sermon on the Death of 
"I God has ſent, we ſhall die in our Sins, (a) and 
„ Ave condemned already. Sometimes the 
whole of Religion is deſcrib'd by (6) Reper- 
' tance towards God, and Faith towards our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt; by c) fearing God, and 
- working Righteouſneſs; by (d) being upright 
| before God, and walking in all the Ordtnances 
24d Commandnents of the Lord blameleſs. And 
⁊ẽ⁊ãꝗ«s comprehenſively as any where in that known 
Place, by (e) denying all Ungodlineſs, and 
-zworlaly Luſts, and living ſoberly, righteouſly 
2nd Godly in this preſent evil World. Some- 
times more obſcurely and „ Nd by Re- 
generation, or the New Birth, by a New Man, 
a2 New Creature, &c. But, it would be almoſt 
_ endleſs, to turn you to all the Paſſages of this 
Nature. Any one of theſe ſhou'd be ſo ex- 
plain'd, as to take in the whole Compaſs of 
Practical Religion, and include all the reſt. 


| I now ſuppoſe myſelf treating with thoſe, 
Who can't be utter Strangers to all this. I 
} preſume, Sirs, that thro' your Situation in a 
| Chriſtian Country, and by the Advantages of 
2 religious Education, you can't be entirely ig- 
norant of the main Principles, and Duties of 
true Religion: That you firmly believe the Be- 
ing ok a God, the Certainty of his Providence, 
and Government of the World, and a future 
State of Recompence, which are the great Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion, and pre- ſuppos'd 
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5 Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw. 
to all Reveal'd. 1 ſuppoſe you, in ſome Mea» 
ſure, acquainted with the Hiſtory of Man's 
Creation, and his Departure from God and his 


Duty, and the Conſequences of it to him, and 


his Poſterity: Not utter Strangers to that glo- 
rious Scheme, form'd for his Recovery and his 


Help; with the various Methods of Divine 


Providence, which were intended to make 


way for the Accompliſhment of it, and which 


was in the Fulneſs of Time actually accom- 


pliſh'd by a Redeemer, the Son of God, and 
the Saviour of Men; to whom all Power is 
given both in Heaven and in Earth, who has 
more fully reveal'd the Nature and Will of God 
to Men, ſettled the Terms of their Acceptance, 


even Faith, Repentance, and real Holineſs ; 


has ſet up a Kingdom of Truth, and Peace, 
and Virtue amongſt them, and will come again 
in Glory to judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 

Theſe Things I ſuppoſe you ſufficiently ac- 


quainted with. Now the Queſtion is, (and 
the faithful Monitor in your own Breaſts muſt 
tell you,) how far you have inform'd your- 
ſelves as to theſe important Points, and graft» 


ed a proper Conduct on ſuch Knowledge, and 


Information; how far you have improv'd the 


Advantages and Helps afforded you, and com- 


plied with the Intention of all in a righteous, 


. fober, and godly Lite. For your Work will 


_ conſiderably differ, and the Race, you have to 


run, will vary, according as this has been tho 


Caſe, or otherwiſe. 


If, notwithſtanding the Light, and Advan- 
— B 2 3 tages 
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tages you have enjoy'd, as Chriſtians, and by 
Education, you have lived a vitious and ir- 
regular Lite, continued in a Courſe of Sin a- 
gainſt the plain Commands of God, and in In- 
ſtances, where ſelf Deceit cannot be ſuppos'd 
to take place; here you have run out of the 
Bounds aſſign'd you. Where this has been the 
Caſe, the Ground muſt be gone over again by 
à deep and unfeigned Repentance. But, you 
muſt obſerve, I ſpeak not here of Sins of Ig- 
norance or Infirmity, to which the belt are li- 
able more or leſs, but of ſuch Sins as are plain 
and notorious, againſt the expreſs Letter of tiie 
Law, where no Doubt, or Diſpute. can lie; 
againſt the frequent Checks and Reproaches 
ot your own Minds, &c. In ſuch notorious 
Inſtances, you muſt break off your Sins by Re- 
pentance, and. your Diſobedience by returning 
to your God, without Exception or Reſerve. 
And you muſt remember, that nothing is true 
Repentance ſhort of an actual and thorough | 
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Amendment, and after Faithfulneſs. Having 
| || offended God, the righteous Governor of a ra- 
tional World by ſuch aggravated Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, you muſt ſhew a ſuitable Senſe of your 
paſt Sia and Folly, by a proportion'd Grief, 

and Shame, and ſelf Condemnation; by a free 
and ingenuous Confeſſion; by humbly depre- 
cating the Divine Diſpleaſure; and by moſt 
firm and peremptory Purpoſes and Reſolutions 


olf greater Circumſpection and Faithfulneſs ; 
which Purpoſes and Reſolutions ſtand for little, 
or nothing, if they are not carried into actual, 


„ eee eee eee eee 


and ſpeedy Execution. (4) He only that con- 
felſeth, and forſaketh his Sins, ſhall find Mercy. 
When Matters are brought thus far, you may 
hope (thro? a Mediator's Death and Sacrifice) 
for God's pardoning Mercy, and Acceptance: 
And to expect this in any other Way, or upon 
lower Terms is to miſtake, or - pervert the | 
plain Deſign of the Goſpel. Upon your after 
Perſeverance and Fidelity, you may hope (5 
to receive the Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an In- 
 beritance amongſt them, that are ſanctiſied by 
Faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus; to be juſtified by 
Grace, and made Heirs according to the Hope | 
of eternal Life; and ſhall find Mercy of the © 
Lord in that Day. This is the Caſe with reſ- 
pect to thoſe, who thro' a vicious and irregu- 
lar Life, have gone out of the Bounds, the 
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Limits, aſſign'd them: I hey muſt retrieve eve- 

| ry falſe Step by an unfeigned Repentance, and 
| actual Amendment. 8 
| But there are others, who by the Light, | 
FF which they have enjoy'd, andythe Advantages {| 
IJ of a Religious Education, have ſet out right |} 
in the Chriſtian Courſe, and have run the 
I Ways of God's Commandinents without any {! 
remarkable or ſcandalous Deviation, without 


I turning aſide to Folly by any groſs or preſump- 
tuous Offences : Who have honeſtly endea- 
vour'd (c) to walk in all the Ordinances, and | 
Commandmei'ts of the Lord blameleſs. (d) 
And to exerciſe Conſciences void of Offence both 


(a) Prov. xxviii 13. (5) Ads | xvi. 18. () | Luke i. 6. 
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"Fears God and Men; have done fo (I mean) 
— co Allowances for the Defects and 
neſſes, which the beſt are liable to, and 
| "heh Allowances are actually made by the 
| * Goſpgl Covenant and Conffitution. Here 
by. now the Duty of ſuch, and of thoſe fore- men- 


5 1 
tion d fincere Penitents, who have been re- 
„ 


claim'd from the Evil of their Ways is the 
ſame, and with reſpeck to their after Progreſs, 
and Advancement in the Chriſtian Courſe, 
goes on together. It ſuppoſes a ſincere Dedi- 
cation of themſelves to the Service of God, and 
the Duties of their Station; and a faithful Ad- 
rence to that Duty againſt all Hindrances, 
and Diſcouragements; and a firm Perſevere- 
5 * "ance therein to the laſt. This muſt extend to 
the whole Compaſs of Duty relating to God, 
their Neighbours, and themſelves. But Ihave 
FF not Time to deſcend to Particulars. Only let 
me juſt hint, That with reſpect to God, tho 


| * 755 Frlt, and beſt of Beings, to whom they owe 
* every thing, with whom they have the moſt 


| 


"= I direct Concern, sand to whom they are ac- 


* countable, they ſhould endeavour to grow in 


| 45 the Knowledge, Love, and Reſemblance of 


him; live continually under a Senſe of his Pre- 


i * ſence, and Obſervation; with a cheerful and 


unreſerv'd Subjection to his Authority; and a 
proper Regard to the Methods of his Provi- 
wed dence; directing their Views, and Actions to 
his Glory; and aiming at the Enjoyment of 


* 345 as their * ſet Felicity. With reſpect to 


Men they ſhould behave. With Truth, Juſtice, 
Fee 5 in all the Offices of 


Humanity, 


11 
> | 
» 


| Humanity, and Charity, according to their 3 | 
| Ability, and as proper Occaſions | preſent: | 
Which Duty is ſum'd up by our bleſſed Lord 
mçin thoſe few comprehenſive Words; (a) 
u bat ſoever ye would, that Men ſhould do to 
boa, do ye even ſo to them. With reſpect to | 
FF themſelves, they ſhould live in all the Inſtan- 
. | ces of ſelf Government: the proper Regulation 
olf their Appetites and Paſſions; the temperate |! 
„ Enjoyment of the Satisfactions of Life, under 
the Conduct of Prudence and Religion; the 
| faithful Improvement of their ſeveral Talents, 
according to their different Station, and vari- 
, | ous Truſts; a proper Care to divide themſelves 


aright betwixt both Worlds, the preſent, and 
the future; with a fitting ſubordinate Attenti- 
on to the Intereſts, and Affairs of the preſent 
Life, whilſt che other has the Preference in 
their Eſteem, and their firſt and chiefeſt Ri- 
F gards. This, or ſomething like this, is the 
Work and Duty of a Chriſtian, the Courſe aſs |! 
ſign'd him, the Race ſet before him; which 1 
have endeavour'd to place in an eaſy familiar 
Light. It is but a ſhort, and imperfect Sketch, + 


* 
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ow 


which has been given. 


— 


I'll only add, that for the Diſcharge of all 
this proper Aſſiſtances ſhould conſtantly be 
_ F Afſought from above, from the Father of Mer- 
o cies, and the God of all Grace, ſuited to thoſe | 
f | FIree and intelligent Powers which he has giv- 
o enus, and according to the ExpeQations he 
"= has encouraged us to form by the Goſpel of his 
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Son. But we muſt not forget in the Cloſe of 
this Aocdunt, thar hen we have done our all, 
we Ude but unprofitable Servants, and have 
done no more, chan what was our Duty to do. 
We dan add nothing to God, nor lay him un- 
der any Obligation; and yet our honeſt, tho? 
weak:Endeavours hall be accepted thro? a 
Mediator. God Bicmlelt, aninfinitely wiſe and 
good Being, has aflign'd' us this Courſe, and 
'}| ſerrhis Race before us; and wou'd he do this 
to our utter [Diſappointment and Confuſion ? 
That can never be- If we run well and faith- 
||| fully we ſhall obtain the Prize, not a corrupti- 
ble, but an incorruptible Crown, which fadeth 
* Seaway, reſer vd in Heaven for us; a Crown, 
| which-/God the "righteous Judge will give; 
eh will make à rich Amends for all, and 
16 e our: ExpeQations, or our Wiſhes. - 
1 + arty ag Sit 215 4 
teil am next to ſhew What is ; implied i in diſs 
| charping.)rhis Duty, or finiſhing this Courſe. 
||| welkivAn chis L have prevented myſelf already 
milargreat Meaſüre, and need add very little 
1} niovel© Boriſbing bur Caunſe ſuppoſes that we 
11 n the whole Service or Work aſſign'd 
Bl go over the whole. Ground mark'd ont for 
* 11 nd hold on to the End. There muſt be 
IF a 4 el Regard to every Part of Duty, in 
dne Aaſtance, as well as another, filling up the 
J fverdl Capatities' and Relations of Life, and 
improving the variqus Truſts committed to us, 
| accordin; to the Circumſtances of our Condi- 
tion, and our Power and Opportunities for 
Vicfulneſs. N o one Inſtance 0 ae Du- 
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| Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw). * 17 | 
ty muſt be neglected, whether with reſpect to 


God, or our Fellow-Men, or ourſelves; nor 
any Part of our Courſe omitted: And in this 

ve muſt continue to the End; till Neath lodge 
us in the World of Recompence. 1 


3. Laſtly, I am to ſhew what Connexion 
there is betwixt thus finiſhing, and that Joy of }! 
Satisfaction which is here ſpoken of: Or, that 
where this is done with Integrity and Perſeve- 
rance, this is the ſureſt Ground of Joy to the 

real Chriſtian of any other. Now this Joy 
may flow from the Teſtimony of a well in- 
form'd Conſcience upon the good Man's Re- 
view of his paſt Life, conducted with Integri- 

ty and Faithfulneſs ; which muſt at the ſame #4! 
Time lead his Thoughts on to the Hopes and 
' Proſpects of that glorious Recompence of Res ji} 

ward, which {hall crown and perfect all in the 
other World. . e bl 
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1. The Joy here referr'd to may flow from 
the Teſtimony of a well informed Conſcience, i 
upon the good Man's Review of his paſt Life, 
conducted with Integrity and Faithfulneſs. 
And where this is the Caſe, where Conſcience 
can witneſs to a Man's Sincerity, this is a ſure 

Spring of inward Joy: For the pureſt and no- 

bleſt Pleaſures which rational Beings are capa- 

ble of, ſpring from Virtue or Goodneſs ; the in- 
ward Reflection of having done what's right, 
and good, and reaſonable, and becoming them. 

This is the main Ingredient in their preſent {i 
Happineſs ; as ſelf Condemnation and Remorſe, 
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upon the Review of wicked Actions, is to 
|} Men of a different Character, the very Eſſence 
of their Miſery. The former is attended with 
a a Senſe and Perſwaſion of the Approbation, 
FEſteem, and favour of the ſupreme Being, a 
Being of perfect Rectitude, infinite Power, 
Wisdom, and Goodneſs; the latter with the 


Apprehenſion of his Wrath and Diſpleaſure, 
which mult produce the moſt unſupportable 
Anguiſh and Diſtreſs. What a mighty Diffe- 
rence! The Pleaſures of Reflection in a rea ſon- 


having done what's right, and good. And 


this is the Joy here referr'd to: When a good 
|| Man can look back upon his paſt Life, and 
comparing his general Temper, and Conduct 
With the great Rule of Life, and the Deſcrip- 
tions which are given of the Good or Upright 
Man in the Word of God, his Conſcience can 


Witnefs for him, that in Simplicity and Godly 


[| Stncerity he has had his Converſation in the 
18} World. This is a ſolid ſubſtantial Joy. 4 
AI Joy, which no Violence or ill Uſage from 
Men, can rob him of; a Prop which they can 


1 {| never pluck from under him; a Spring which 
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they can't ſtop up. 4 Joy which nothing 
| | from without, can very much interrupt. For 
the moſt violent Pain or languiſhing Sicknels, 
I} | the greateſt Difappointments, and Diſtreſſes in 
| Life are much more eaſily born, when a Man 
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able Creature vaſtly exceed the Pleaſures and 
Entertainments of Senſe, and theſe Pleaſures 
of Reflection, (as J have juſt hinted) the pur- 
eſt and moſt valuable of them, principally de- 
pend upon Virtue, and the conſciouſneſs of 
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E. + Elizabeth Shaw. + 19 


can turn inward, and find all calm, and eafy 
there. A Joy which a Man may entertain 
himſelf with whenever he pleaſes, and whien 
he can never grow weary of. Who wou'd 
not wiſh'to have it thus, and finiſh in ſuch a 


* Manner as this? S that I may finiſh 5 
Courſe with 7 Jp | 


This no doubt is the principal Senſe o the 
Place. But then the good Man knows that 
his Duration, and his Inte reſts here are as no- 
thing in Compariſon of the other World whi- 
ther he is haſtening, The Satisfactions, and 
Enjoyments of the preſent Lite are ſhort, and 
imperfect, and mixed with many Allays; and 
he looks tor ſomething much greater, and bet- 
ter in Reverſion. Whilſt he is therefore feaſt- | 
ing upon the Pleafures which flow from the 
Review of a devour, uſeful, well ſpent Life 
here; he can't korbear carrying his T houghts. 
on to what ne is to be, and enjoy in Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Conduct hereafter. He can 
ſcarce ſeparate the one from the other in his 


own Thoughts. And therefore the Joy berg 
referr'd to may ariſe 
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2. From the Proſpe&: and Hopes of that i 
| glorious Recompence of Reward, which {hall# 
| crown and perfect all in the future World. 

This Recompence follows in ſome degree im- 
mediately, upon the good Man's Knillung his 
Courſe. (2) When be is abſent from the Body | 
be is preſent with the Lord, (5) e enter; d in 
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ce 0 Cor. v. 8. (b) v Mar. xXxv. 21, 
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20 2 Sermon on the Death off 
Part into his Lord's Joy. Image now to your 
& own Minds, what the Satisfaction is to the 
Racer, that has reach'd the Goal, and won the 
Prize contended for: To the Soldier, that has 
won the Battle, and is rewarded, and crown'd 
| after Victory: To the Merchant, who in a 
long Voyage has weather'd every Storm, eſ- 

i Ccapd many Enemies and Dangers, and is fafe- 
10 Ty arrived in Port with all the Gains and Trea- 
| 


JJ eo We get wn og, 


ſures of his Voyage. Any or all theſe wou'd 
be but faint Repreſentations of that Joy, which 
the good Man enters into, when he has finiſh- 
ed his preſent Courſe well. He is then ſet 
above all his Fears, and all his Dangers, above 
every Temptation and Snare; above every 
| Inſtance, or Degree of Miſery for ever. Not 
only ſo, but enter'd upon the Poſſeſſion of e- 
| very Satisfaction, which can render the Life 
of a reaſonable immortal Creature compleatly 
and unchangeably happy. At the laſt, and fin- 
iſhing Scene, Chriſt's Second Appearance, and 
the general Reſurrection, he ſhall be perfected 
in his whole Perſon, in Body and Mind, in all 
the Parts of the one, and Powers of the other. 
The Place, the Company, the Employment, 
and the endleſs and unchangeable Poſſeſſion Þ 
and Enjoyment of all will furniſh out a Glory ÞF 
and Joy, which Eye has not ſeen, nor Ear 
|| heard, nor has it enter'd into the Heart of 
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Man to conceive. 


Give me leave to wind up all with a ſhort 
Quotation from Mr. How's Bleſſedreſs of the 
| Righteous, Speaking of Righteouſneſs, or 
K 4 3 Nee — Holineſs, ' 
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q 


a 


| Holineſs, or the Imitation of God, as the high- 
2 eſt Excellency of a reaſonable Creature, he 
F thus expreſſes himſelf. ©* This is the Health, 
and Soundneſs of the Soul; it exalts, refines, 


| Þ © and truly felicitates the Mind of Man. As 
Ic the Divine Excellencies being in their inf? 
« nite Fulneſs in God are his own Blefledneſs; | 


on 
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. Þ & fois the Likeneſs, the Participation of them 
. |Þ © in the Soul, that now bears this Image, it's 
| | © Bleſſedneſs. The Man, whole Caſe this is 
| | © doth not need to traverſe the World to ſeek | 
. FÞ © his Happineſs abroad, he hath the Matter | 
and Ground of his Satisfaction in his own } 
> Þ © Breaſt, and Boſom. Sin is the vile make- || 
„b bait, that puts the Soul into Confuſion; but 
: Þ © Holineſs purikies, and reſtares, calms, and 
. ſatisfies. And this is not an empty fleeting i! 
> Þ © Shadow, but a ſubſtantial ſolid Joy at pre- 
7 Þ * fent. But what will it be when it comes to 
- Þ © be finiſh'd, and perfected above? Then it 
1 Þ © will be Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory ! 
| Þ © indeed! The Reaſon is before given: or 
i Þ © Virtue or real Holineſs being the Image, ö 
and Reſemblance of that moſt excellent and { 
„perfect Being, who is ſupremely amiable, #4 
a | © and unchangeably happy, inwardly to feels 
7 this Likeneſs, to review and reflect on it, 
r * muſt make us in our Degree Sharers in his 
f Þ © Bleſſedneſs, and lead us into his Joy, Ho 
Iwill the Reflection and Review delight and 
e e en, 5 
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Thus have I illuſtrated and explain'd the 
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„ on the Death _ 


2. That I improve them for your Benefit, 


with a particular View to the mournful Occa- 
fion before us. e e A 0 


From all this we may diſcern the Nature, 


Importance, and Conſequences of the Chriſti- 


an Life. It is a Service, an Engagement, 


Which requires great Attention, the exerting 
our beſt Powers, and a reſolute Perſeverance 
to the End. None of us can ſtand by as idle 


unconcern'd SpeQators only. This Race is 
ſet before us, this Courſe aſſign'd us by a ſu- 


perior Authority, which we can't diſpute or 
ſet aſide. We are in this reſpect under his 
Direction, who is the Author of our Beings, 
the Preſerver of our Lives, the Fountain of all 
Good to us, our rightful Lord, and our awful 


Judge. His Authority obliges antecedently to 


any perſonal Conſent or particular Engage- | 
ments of ours. His Claims commence at our | 
firſt Entrance into Life, and immediately lay 
Hold upon us, as ſoon as we are capable oi Þ 
_ exerting our rational Powers, or performing | 
any actual Service. The more clearly we diſ- 
cern, the more carefully we conſider this, the Þ 
deeper Impreſſion it will make upon our 
Minds, and the more cheerful and ready will 
be our Compliance. SOT „* 


There is no one Perſon in this numerous Þ 
Auditory but has a direct Concern in all this. F 
You'll permit me therefore, Sirs, to conclude IF. 
| the whole with a ſerious Addreſs to you all Ie 


according 
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and Entruſtments. 


who are juſt engaging as it were in this Chriſ- 


to 1 to you the following uſeful Hints. 
Be ſure 1 to ſer out right, under the Influence 


Bo 


| Ibu, viz. 4 Ee Senſe of the Saen Per 


in your Minds, and a governing Aim to pleaſe 
him; with a high Value for the Chriſtian Re- 


ol ing; with a Love to Truth, Righteouſneſs, 
lay Þ 1 andour, Meeknels, Benevolence; with a Love 


'F iſtinction betwixt Old and Young. You 
wou'd find the Benefit and Force of ſuch Prin- 


ie When you have thus ſet out right, proceed 

dude Pith the utmoſt Caution, and the firmeſt Re- 
all ſolutions and Purpoſe of Heart. There is the 

more +Reaſog for Your doing ſo, _— 
TR 


1 . 3 
according to your different Age, and Standing, | 


Thoſe of you that are in the firſt Beginning | 
of Life, the Prime and Vigour of your Days, 


tian Race, this Courſe aſſign'd you, permit me 


fections and Providence of God; your direct 
Concern with him, and accountableneſs to 
bim; an high. Eſteem and Reverence of him 


%. 


velation, and honourable Thoughts of the 
great Redeemer, and his glorious Undertak- 


to Virtue; a proper Regard to Reputation, 
end Uſefulneſs in Life; and governing Views 
to a future and inviſible World, which as young 
is you are, you may not be at a great Diſtance 
from, ſince daily Experience ſhews,, there are 
Diſtempers and Accidents, which make ne 


| Ciples thro? the whole of the Chriſtian Courſe. - 
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24 A Sermon on the Death of 

the many Difficulties, and Hindrances you 
muſt expect. In your firſt Entrance upon this 
{| * Courſe you'll find yourſelves furrounded with 
many Examples, and ſtrong Temptations to 
Vice and Folly; there will be many ſtrong 
| Appetites and Paſſions to ſubdue; perhaps 
| . ſome great Miſtakes and Prejudices, which 
have proceeded from a wrong Turn of Educa- 
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1 tion, and which have grown up with you 


from your Infancy, to be corrected and re- 
moved. Afterwards you'll be in Danger of 
{|} _ being diverted, and drawn aſide by the Cares, 
or Gains, or Pleaſures of Life, or by the Loſ- Þ 
ſes and Sufferings, which may ariſe from your 
„ Steadineſs and Fidelity. Be attentive and al- 
| « Ways upon your. Guard. Take in the beſt 
Aſſiſtances within your reach: In private, by 
Meditation, Prayer, and frequent Examinati-] 
Ken into your own State: By a ſerious and] 
ted Improvement of the returning Oppor-Þ 
| ities for Publick Worſhip: By a conſtant“ 
SWpplication to the Duties of the Chriſtian 
ee, thro' every Stage, and according to your, 
Wiftcrent Circumſtances; which Duties will“ 
grow more familiar and pleaſant by daily] 
Practice. Thus you'll get forward in your 
Chriſtian Courſe, and advance in the VirtuesF 
of a Religious Life. Fortify your Minds with 
firm and peremptory Reſolutions, leaſt youp 
{hould fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs. The 
Chriſtian Scheme ſupplies you with the beliÞ 
Arguments, the moſt powerful Motives to al 
this; and is calculated to ſecure you in a pa- 
tient Continyance in well doing. In ſhort, 
„ „ nothing 
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Let thoſe, that are more advanc'd in Life, 
and have made a conſiderable Progreſs in the 


Chriſtian Courſe, be encourag'd to proceed 
from the Experience they have had of the 


Goodneſs of God, and the Pleaſures of a religi- 
ous Life already. You may {tilt hope for the 
Divine Preſence and all proper Aſſiſtances, as 


your Caſe requires, whilſt you maintain a ſui- 


table Attention and Faithfulneſs. You ſhould 


take Care that no Part of the Chriſtian Courſe 
be intermitted, nor any of the neceſſary Duties 


of Life neglected. If you abandon yourſelves 
to Sloth, or Careleſsneſs, (a) your laſt State 


will be worſe than your firſt, (h) It wou'd 
have been better for you not to have known the 


Way of Truth and Righteouſneſs, than after you 
have known it to turn away from the Holy 


Commandment.” 


Let me in the laſt Place addreſs myſelf to 


thoſe, who are brought near to the Cloſe of 


Life, and have almoſt finiſh'd their Courſe 


with Attention and Faithfulneſs; to thoſe, who 


after . Allowances for the Weakneſs and 


ſation in the World. How happy a Situation 


(a) Matt. xii. 41. (5) 2 bet. ll, 21. (e) 2 Cor: ir T2. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw. 25 
nothing is more neceſſary than an attentive and 
well reſolved Mind. 73 


s, Which attend the belt, (c) have the 
Teſtimony of their Conſciences that in Simplicity 
and godly Sincerity they have had their Conver- 


this! Your greateſt Labours and Difficulties : 
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26 . Toms on the Death * 


are over; you are going to reap the Fruit, and 
enjoy the Satisfaction of all. Be not weary or 
 diſcourag'd, tho? bodily Infirmities grow upon 
you daily, and threaten a ſpeedy Diflolution : 

You; have juſt reach'd the Goal, and are lay- 
ing hold on the Prize. Your chicteſt Good is 
in near View, and you are entering upon the 
Happineſs, which you have all along kept your 
Eye upon. The greater the Labours and Con- 
flicts, you have endur'd; the greater Difficul- 
ties you have had to grapple with; the more 
extenſive your Uſefulneſs in Life; the greater 
Moment and Importance your Station and 
Truſts have been of; and the more ſteady and 
unexceptionable your Principles and Conduct; 

the more comfortable the Review, and the 
more entertaining and glorious the Proſpects 
before you. Permit me to turn you to . 
Words of the Apoſtle, and finiſh my Addreſs 
to you with them. (4) Aud doe deſire every ou 
of you do ſhew the ſame Diligence to the full A, 
ſurauce of Hofe unto the End; that ye be not 
fathful, bat Followers of them, 700 thro Faith 

aud Patience inherit the Promiſes. 


More happy ſtill is their Caſe, who have 
| actually 22 their Courſe with Joy; who 
having paſs'd all Fears and Dangers ; who be- 
ing ſet above the Reach of every Temptation, 
and Snare, have arriv'd at their native Country 
and proper Home; who zow reſt from their 
Labours; and are enter'd into their Lord's 


(a) Heb, V. t. . „ 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw. 27 
How juſtly this may be concluded to be the 
Caſe of that worthy. Perfon to whoſe Remains 


we are * now going to pay our laſt Reſpects, I 
may fafely leave to every one, who had any Ac- 


quaintance with her, in the Judgment of Cha- 
rity to determine. My own Mind wou'd not 


reproach me, it I ſhou'd dwell long upon her 


Character, in order to juſtity ſuch a Concluſion. 
T have indeed all along in Funeral Diſcourſes 
laid myſelf under Reſtraints in this Particular, 
and have thought it molt prudent to do fo. 
For in molt Caſes the leſs we ſay the better. 
But when Perſons remarkable for many excel- 


lent Virtues, lovely and commendable in the 


Eyes of all Men, with very few known Allays, 
are remov'd our of our World, it is then, if 


ever, proper to bring their Excellencies more 
in View, in order to excite and encourage o- 
thers by their Examples. I imagine a fair Oc- 
caſion of this Nature now preſents itſelf; but 
how fair ſoever the Occaſion I deſign to be 
ſhort, and determine that no Intimacy of Ac- 


quaintance, nor Ties of Friendſhip ſhall lead 


me to fay any Thing, but what I know to be 
ſtrictly true, and the mentioning of which may 
be for the Credit of Religion, as well as uſeful, 


and inſtructive to others. 


Mrs. SHAw was a Gentlewoman born, 
being deſcended from the G= L 1. s of Hopton 
in this County, by the Mother's Side. Her 

Father WIL LIAN EvyrE of Holme, Eſq; 


* The Corpſe was carried into the Chapel, and ſtood there, whilſt 


Was. 
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was a Perſon of great Worth, of uncommon 


Candour, Prudence and Moderation, as well 


as Learning, and good Senſe, and eminently 


uſeful as a Magiſtrate in his Neighbourhood, 
which good Qualities with many others pro- 


cur'd him almoſt univerſal Reſpec, and gave 


him a conſiderable Sway in this County. I 


ſhou'd reckon this ſcarce worth the mention- 
ing, if {he had degenerated from ſuch Anceſ- 


tors, or any way ſtain'd her Character by a 
Behaviour unworthy of ſuch Deſcent. 8 


She was a Perſon of unaffected Piety, and 
great Sincerity, join'd with much Sweetneſs 


of Temper, and uncommon Degrees of Diſcre- 
tion; remarkable for her Meeknels, and Can- 


dour towards all; being aiways ready to put 


the beſt Conſtruction on the Words and Acti- 


ons of others, and to ſuggeſt the beſt Excuſes, 


The cou'd think of for their Miſtakes or Weak- 
neſſes: To all this was added a humble, modeſt 
|} Senſe of herſelf, and great Condeſcenſion to- 
Wards thoſe below her. Theſe were Virtues 
which render'd her amiable and much reſpect- 
ed by all about her. And indeed ſhe was uni- 
I] verſally eſteem'd within the whole Circle of 
her Acquaintance; her Behaviour towards all 

being moſt kind, and obliging, moſt mild, 


and diſpaſſionate, moſt free from Cenſoriouſ- 


FI nefs, Envy, or Miſtruſt of others. In ſhort, 

1} ſhe bad Nothing in her of the reſerv'd and un- 
14] - ſociable; but the Sweetneſs of her natural 
Temper was very much improv'd by thoſe 
more generous and exalted Principles which 


_ Chriſtianity 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw. 29 
Chriſtianity inſpires. Were I now to deſcend. 
to many Particulars, I cou'd produce ſufficient 
Vouchers for what, I might farther offer. 
Allow me to mention one, or two. 35 


Her now deſtitute and forrowful Conſort 18 
ready to bear Witneſs to her amiable Charac- 


ter as a Wife, having for upwards of Thirty- 


two Years experienc'd her moſt affectionate, 
prudent, ſubmiſſive Bebaviour in that Relati- 
on ; her great Tenderneſs towards him under 


frequent Returns of violent Pains and long 


Confinement; her Readineſs to contribute e- 
very Thing in her Power to his Aſſiſtance and 
S 5 Se 


Thoſe that liv'd with her as Servants know 
and will own her prudent, mild, compaſſio- 
nate Behaviour as a Miſtreſs, her Readineſs to 


| paſs by their Miſtakes, and make the beſt of 
every Thing. 


She was much reſpected as a Neighbour, 
and a Friend, adorning thoſe Characters with 
an extenſive Charity, great Diſcretion, Mo- 
deſty, and Humility, with an eaſy, affable, 


| obliging Behaviour, and a Deſire to ſerve all 
to the beſt of her Power. - 


She knew how to eſtimate preſent worldly 


Enjoy ments, maintaining a juſt and rational 
| Indiflerence with reſpect to Dreſs, and Ap- 
pearance, and the Gaieties, Pleaſures, and Poſ- 
ſeſſions of Life; and yet prefery'd a Decency 


becoming 
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30 A Sermon on the Death of 
becoming her Deſcent and Station. Her firſt 
Aim was to approve herſelf to her Maker and 
Judge, and ſecure her Intereſt in higher and 
better Things; preſſing on towards the Per- 


. 


e 75 7 $4. 
4/4) Heb, vi. 19. 


fection and Happineſs of the future Life, as 


far as the common Weakneſs and Frailty of 
humane Nature would allow. Thus to diſtin- 
guiſh and behave is one of the ſureſt Proofs of 
_ Wiſdom and Goodneſs, a conſtant and plain 
Indication of a large and generous Mind. 


2 Her Behaviour under her laſt Illneſs was moſt 


exemplary for Patience and Reſignation. She 
often expreſs'd the Senſe ſhe had of that Di- 
vine Goodneſs, which had attended her thro' 
every Stage of Life, and her humble Depend- 
ence on 1t for what was yet behind. Upon 
the Review of ſuch a pious, benevolent, repu- 
table, well regulated Life the Thoughts of 


Death could not be uneaſy to her, they were 
not at all ſo. Thus free from the Anxiety aod 
Miſgivings of Mind, which generally attend a 


_ conſciouſneſs of Guilt, ſhe fniſhd her Courſe 
with Joy; with great Tranquility and Com- 
poſure, and with that fixed Hope, which the 
Apoſtle elegantly deſcribes (a) as an Anchor 


of the Soul pure and ſtedfaſt, and which entret() 


into that within the Vail. 


Ad now, my Friends, let us go, and do 
likewiſe. The View of a breathleſs Corpſc 
now before your Eyes, and the Solemnity of a 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Shaw. OY * 


Funeral have ſurely given you an awful Warn” 
ing, and call'd you to ſerious Thoughts: The 


Nature, Importance, and Conſequences of the 
Chriſtian Life, have ' been honeſtly, tho? im- 


perfectly deſcrib'd for your Direction, and En- 
couragement. The Beauty of a virtuous Cha- 
racter has been faintly drawn for your Imita- 
tion : Let this engage us all to enter upon, and 


purſue the Courſe afſign'd us with Attention, 
and firmneſs of Mind, with becoming Dili- 
gence, and by exerting our beſt Powers. Then, 
1n the cloſe of an uſeful, well ſpent Life, may 


we triumph in ſuch Language as that, with 
which I ſhall conclude. C a) I have fought a 
good Fight, I have finiſhd my Courſe. I have 


kept the Faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of N neſs, which God the © 

righteous Judge ſhall give me at that Day, and 
„ but to all them alſo, that love 


not to me on 
his appearing. Amen. 


n 


(4) 2 Tim, iv. 7, 8, 
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=_— Ir 7s probable that ſome Perſons might expect 
4 Funeral Diſcourſe from the lamenting Re- 
lidt of the Deceaſed, the laſt Lord's Day. But 
as I found myſelf too nearly concerned in this 
Afﬀtiction, to ſpeak from the Pulpit on this 
melancholy Ocedfon without too great an Emo- 
| #10u; I choſe rather to deſire my Reverend 
Ciollegue to publiſh his Sermon ſo ſuitable to the 
1 Oceaf on; and ſo uſeful for every Chriſtian's 
wh! Ae, and Practiſe; and with his Con- 
ent, briefly to ſubjoin, a Recommendation of 
the Deceaſed's amiable Character, as well wor- 
If thy of every one's Imitation. 
It; | A Woman that feareth the Lord the {hall 
Wh. he praiſed. — Her Husband alſo, and he praiſ- 

| Ab her. Prov. xi. 23, 30. * The 
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to the Memory of Mrs. Shaw. 33 
HE CharaQters of ſome good Wo- 
men of extraordinary Piety, who 
ſpent their Lives moſtly in Devotion, and Raps. | 


: . 


* Many Perſons into whoſe Hands this Sermon may fall, may be 
deſirous to ſee the ſhort Account of Mrs. S HAW and her Family, | 
which was publiſhed in the Derby Mercury, two Days after her In? 
terment, Which is therefore inſerted here, a little enlarg'd. 9 1 
, OF. 16. On Saturday the 11th Inſtant, died after a lin- 
gering Illneſs of ſeven Weeks, Mrs, Elizabeth Shaw, Wife of the | 
Rev. Ferd. Shaw, M. A. who has been Miniſter of the Congregation 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters in this Town, upwards of Forty- two Years. p 
They lived together in conſtant conjugal Happineſs upwards of 
Thirty-two Years, | | FF 
She was one of the Daughters of that worthy Gentleman W. Eyre, 
of Holme, in the County of Derby, Eſq; by Katherine his Witez | 
one of the Daughters of the ſecond Sir John Gell of Hopton in the 
ſaid County, Bart. N j nodes 
An intelligent Gentleman of their Neighbourhood, reading the 
above Paragraph, was pleaſed thus to expreſs himſelf, © I had the | 
'© happineſs of ſome Acquaintance with that worthy Family, the De- 
© ceaſed was a Eranch of: And to which ſhe was an additional Honour. 
© —— Her Parents were indeed amongſt the Principal Ornaments this 
Country could ever boaſt of. The ntegrity and Uſefulneſs of her 


* Father as a Magiſttate: And the great and unafficied Piety of her 
£ Mother, was what rendered them truly ſuch}, 


It is ſomewhat remarkable that two of the Sons of this worthy 
Pair changed their Names from the Name of their Father. The ſe- 
cond Son John Gell, Eſq, died at his Seat in Derbyſhire in 1738. 
The eldeſt Brother W. Archer, Eſq; died at his Scat near London in 
1739, When he was Knight of the Shire for Berks, 3 
Their good Mother Mrs. Katherine Eyre, from the Marriage Day a 

of this Daughter, choſe to ſpend the remaining Years of her Widow- 
_ hood in that Family, which ſhe did with known Satisfaction; where 
Her Generoſity, Hoſpitality, and Charity were felt by all around her. 
T be Excellent Spirit, Affable Diſpoſition, Condeſcending Humility; | 
Genteel Behaviour, and unlimited Chriſtian Charity of the Deceaſed, I 
_ molt deſervedly gained her the ReſpeR of all wko knew her. She 
Was always ready to do Good to all, and to ſpeak Evil of no one. And 
K is univerſally agreed by all her Acquaintance, that it may with as 
much Juſtice be ſaid of her, as of any Perſon in the preſent Ape, That 


- fe was Rigßtceus before God, walking in all the Commay e nd 4 
Ordinances of the Lord blamet:ſs. | | | 


* 
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* 1 Tribute of Gratitude | 


| | tare, muſt be deſigned ſure to ſhew their bigh 
Attainmento, rather than to recommend them 
as Examples, which are really inimitable by 

| moſt: Nor indeed is it ſo deſirable for any, to 
aim at an Imitation of ſzch, as to be Follow- 
ers of thoſe Chriſtians, who praCtiſe ſubſtantial 
and ſolid, diſcreet and unaffected Piety with- 
11}, out much Noiſe and Shew : ; but which expreſ- 
ſes itſelf in a conſtant and ſerious Devotion; 
and is accompanied with the Fruits of Good- 
' neſs, Kindneſs, and Righteouſneſs towards 
Men; Ae that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, 
25 acceptable to God, and approved of Men. (a) 
Herein the Deceaſed went before us in a diſ- 
tinguiſhing Manner, leaving us an Example, 
to tread in her Steps; who gave all Diligence | 
fo add to her Faith, Virtue, Knewledge, Tem. . 
 perance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly Rind- 
neſs, and Charity; (b) in a uniform, ſteady, 
calm, conſtant Obſervance cf whotſoever was 
virtuous, and Praiſe worthy; ( c) and a pa- 
tient Contiuuance in well doing, till ſhe had 
Finiſhed her Courſe, in a well grounded hope of 
a joyful Erterance into the everlaſiing Rin- 
dow of Gur Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, (4 ) 
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She had the happy art of Self. Government, 
the perfect Rule over her own Spirit : (e) and 
the true Secret of intermixing ber Devotions to 
God, w th the e of her Family Af. 
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(a) Rom xiv. 18. 55 1 Pet, . . 6, 7. (c) Phil. iv. 8, 
(a). 2 Pet. 1, 10, 11, (e) Prove xyl. 3. 


10 the Memory of Mrs. Shaw. 3 5 


; | 
fairs, in every Relation wherein ſhe ſtood: 
And alſo with ever doing that which was good, | 

þ 
amongſt all Perſons, in ſo prudent a Manner, | 
that the Performance of each had a proper 
Share in her daily Practice; eſteei ning them as. 
efential Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, never 
10 be ſeperated from one another, never to be 
Subſeituted one for another. (4 * 


She ſhone ſo bright with that Ornament of | þ 
” a meek and quiet Spirit, which is fo amiable | 
in the Sight of Men, and in the Sight of God 
, great Price, (b) as gained her the Admira- 
tion of all, who ever converſed with her; and 
exhibired a /iniſh'd Pattern, worthy of ever Y | 
05 Chriſtian W ite's Imitation. (c) 10 | 


1 — 2 


There can be no Sufpition of Partiality in ö 
a Character, (tho? drawn by the zeareſ# Re. . 
lation, ) which enters not into the Retiremenuts 
of the Cloſet, nor the Privacies of the Fami y: 
But is taken from the Life, from the Tenor of 
the Behaviour, and the whole Converſation in 
the World, and was obvious to every Be- 


holder. 5 
; 5 There needs no Strains of Rhetorich, no 
| 5 Flights of Oratory, no artful Colourings to em- 
ö belliſn the Picture of a. Perſon whoſe own 
- : Work: 5 ber: 4 a) And of WR all who 
, 4 wk Tit. u. 115 Phil, iv. 8. (6) 1 Per. ili. Ty c ) 
. Y  Orov. xxxi. 31. (4) Prov. xxx. 31. . 
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| knew her will witneſs with. one conſenting 
Voice, This Woman ' was full of good Works, 
and Alms Deeds which ſhe did. (a) 


iþ 
it 
1 
14 
| . 


| iy. It, (4) Prove xix, 14 (e) 1 Pet, th 33. 


| { 
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A s cenſorious as the World is, and prone to 
I Scandal, (from which perfect Innocence can't. 
always eſcape) yet fo innoffenſive was her 
whole Behaviour, nay ſo ready was ſhe ever to 
4 good to all; (b) and to ſpeak Evil of none, 
(c) (for certain it is that ſhe would not deli- 
berately give Offence to any either in Word ar 
Dea, ) that her fradent (d) Conduct met 
with this remarkable Return, that no one 
was known to be an Exemy ta ber, or ſo much 
as to ſpeak an Evil Word of her. (e) 


© The Loſs of ſuch a Perſon ( ſays a worthy _ 
ſympathizing Friend, who has been long of 
|| our Acquaintance) is to be lamented by all 
| .* that have a Concern for the Intereſts of Vir- 
tue, and Piety, and Goodneſs; and her Death 
will be ſincerely lamented by ſuch, as far as 


“her Character was known. 


the Properties of the Wiſdom which is 
Fm above, as deſcribed by St. James were 
each of em united in her, in a conſpicuous, and 
eminent Manner. And perhaps it may be ſaid ; 
of Mrs. SH Aw with as much Juſtice, as of 
any one Perſon who ſurvives her, That ſue was 
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| (a) Ads ir. 36. (6) 1 Theſf v. 15. (e) Tit. ik 2: James 
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to the Memory of Mrs. Shaw. 37 
firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be 


intreated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, with- 


out Partiality (or without Wrangling) and 


= without Hypocriſy. (a) 


To the Memory of this dear Saint, whoſe 
Death is precious in the Sight of the Lord, (b) is 
this Tribute of Gratitude due from her Monurg- 


; ful Relict. How deeply, (ſays my above 


condoling Friend,) * muſt the Loſs affect a 


CConſort to whom her Worth was beſt known, 
for whom ſhe had always ſuch a tender and 


| © affeftionate Regard, and to whom ſhe was 


2 * {ſuch a conſtant, prudent, and skilful Aſſiſ- 


tant under all his afflictive Trials, the Weight 
2 * of which muſt by this be vaſtly increaſed! _ 
The Heart of her Husband ſafely truſted in 
ber, (c) and He moſt thankfully records it, 
for a laſting Memorialof Her, that ſhe did him 

© Good, and not Evil all the Days of her Life. (4) 
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And as he was with Grief lamenting her lan- 


guiſhing neſs by her Bed, ſhe declared to him; 
That the had nothing which troubled ber Mind, 
either as to this World or the other: And that 


4 


: ful Freedom from Fears and Temptations, -— 


— A. ame 


| Ca) James iii. 17. (6) Pſalm cxvi. 13. (e) Prov. xxzi 11. 


: (4) Verſe 12 3g 
= Theſe 
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Reliance on his Tenderneſs and Care, to do 
tam Reli 


endeared, ſuitable, and every way deſireable 


Conſiderations that can be ſuggeſted ( in this 


Theſe comfortable Hopes in the Mercy of 
God, for the obtaining eternal Life, thro? Je. 
Jieſus Chriſt on the Terms of the Goſpel, — | 
And this afteCtionate Teſtimony (at the near 
Proſpect of approaching Death) of the Fideli- 
ty, and Kindneſs of her Conſort, which ſhe 
experienc'd without Interruption throughout 
her conjugal State, — Together with aa entire 


_ every Thing in his Power, or Procurement, to 
«render her Illneſs, and the Concluſion of her 
Days as eaſy, and comfortable as poſſible ; — 
"Theſe TO will be remembered by her e. 
ram Relict, all the few remaining Days of 

Sometimes to the Renewal of his Grief, 
at every freſh Remembrance of the great 
neſs of his Loſs, in the Want of ch an? 


Companion; The conſtant Partner of his Bo- 
ſom, in all his Cares, Afflictions, Joys, and 
Prayers; who open d her Mouth with Wiſdom, 
andin her Tongue dwelt the Law of Kznaneſs.Þ 
(2) — But at other Times the piercing Grief 
Which is felt at the Removal of bs Crows , 
of Happineſs, which was his Glory, (c) the 
Joy and Comfort of hzs Life, for many Lears; 
may poſſibly be mitigated by ſuch Reflections, 
which may -furniſh the two moſt quieting | 


-Caſe-) for the Abatement of his Sorrow. 


* 
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1 35 
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2 (2) Prov. XXX. 26, (5) Chap. xi. 4. (e) 1 Cor. zi. . 
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That be ſorrows not even as others who have 
% Hope. (4) But may rejoice in Hope, that 
© aving finiſh d her Courſe, ſhe is now entered 
into a better World, where there ſhall be 20 
ore Death. (bY — And is gone to receive a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 


N 


Vigbtecus Judge will give her at that Day. (c) 


And as in a ſhort Time ſhe will be followd 
Sto the ſame Grave, by her deſolate Relict, * 
80 God grant ſhe may be followed in the ſame 
Chriſtian Courſe of Faith and Patience, to the 
inherit ing of the ſame Promiſes, (d) of the ſame 
everlaſting Reſt, (e) and Bleſſedneſs; ) and © 
½ may we ever be together with the Lord. (g 
Amen. „„ ED F. S. 


an © With every Virtue was her Boſom warm, 

able 1 c And Pure Religion br ightewd every Charm. 

Bo-! But ſay, lamented Shade, ſhould I repine 
and That. thou haſt chang d the Mortal for Divine. 
Aon, More than Pe laſt in thee, to thee is givn: 
I' e loſt a Conſort — thou haſt gain'd a Heavn. 
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. (b) F * In the ſane Pariſh Church where they were married, Aug. 4; . 
1708, he there cauſed a new Vault to be made Oct. 14. 1740; that 
bey may ſleep together in the ſame Sepulcbhre. (bY 
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Y Ca) 1 Theſſ. jv. 13. (56) Rev. xxi. 4 (e) 2 Tim. iv. 832 
e) Heb. vi. 12, 15. (e) Chap. iv. 9. (F] Rev. xive 13“ 
e 3 The, iv, 17. (5) Ruth . 17. 
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